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The Center of Investigation, Study and Promotion of Human Rights (CIEPRODH) recently
announced that it had begun an investigation into reports of violence against widows in
Chichicastenango and other war zones. One case under investigation concerns a member of the
National Council of Guatemalan Widows (CONAVIGUA) in Chucaiba, Chichicastenango, who
reported that she was beaten and raped by a civil defense patrol member on April 26. The woman
was able to identify her attacker. CIEPRODH leader Factor Mendez and lawyer Rodolfo Azmitia are
preparing a case against him. Mendez said that in several cases women who were raped became
pregnant. In 1990, at least one rape victim died in an attempt to abort. [Basic data from 05/06/91
report by Guatemala Human Rights Commission (Washington, DC)]
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